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foundly impressed with the danger of a
little knowledge ; in fact, they seem to
regard education as though it .were some
potent medicine, to be administered only
by the most skilful physicians, and even
then with caution and misgivings.
Clearly, then, officials in India have re-
ceived no antecedent bias towards a
general diffusion of education. And what
little fervour may still remain in them,
official routine and bureaucratic influences
will probably chill to freezing point. To
a bureaucrat, education,, unless confined
within the strictest limits, is of necessity
odious. If you educate the proletariat,
if you scatter schools broadcast, you pre-
pare the ground for the dissemination of
all kinds of disloyalty and upstart ideas,
you make people critical and impatient of
official control, and, worst of all, you teach
them to be independent and to think for
themselves, quitei possibly on lines which
officials regard as pernicious. All this is
wrong, very wrong. Much better that
they should retain their traditional docility
to rulers, who alone knpw what is